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10/ 29/ 2009 - [{DNEHEN 'eceived a tel ephone call froma person nanmed [(SEH
BDIEGNEN Technical Services Regul atory Support, CES Environnent al
Services, Inc. (CES) on Decenber 19, 2008. [DNEGHE] advi sed [[DIEHE t hat
two expl osi ons had occurred at CES |ocated at 4904 Giggs Road, Houston,
Texas. The first explosion occurred on Decenber 07, 2008 and the second
expl osi on occurred on Decenber 17, 2008. [DJEHE] wanted Failure Danmage
Analysis to investigate the two explosions to find cause and origin.

DETAI LS

On Cctober 29, 2009 an interview was conducted at 2620 Fountain Vi ew,
Suite 405, Houston, Texas, of [HISHEOINISHEEEEEE Consul tant

Engi neer, Failure & Damage Analysis, Inc. (FDA). Those present were EPA
CDSADIOHEINE 2d DIONE B Vos identified by Texas DL#
EIONOIGE R ¢! cohone nunber s [DNEIENNIEE.

BEEN i s 2 Mechanical Engineer, Bachelor of Science in Engineering from
Purdue University. [S§ll has worked at FDA since 1995. FDA
i nvesti gates cause and origin of accidents including explosions.

BEGNN rcceived a tel ephone call from [DISHEIGNESE Tcchnical Services

Regul atory Support, CES Environnmental Services, Inc. (CES) on Decenber
19, 2008. [DNEHNE] advised [DNENN that two expl osions had occurred at CES
| ocated at 4904 Giggs Road, Houston, Texas. The first explosion
occurred on Decenber 07, 2008 and the second expl osion occurred on
Decenber 17, 2008. [DEHEE] wanted FDA to investigate the two expl osions
to find cause and origin.

Bl vent to CES and net with [DISHEOE I assi gned a CES enpl oyee

named (ISHENE to assist [JJEH wth the investigation of the two
explosions. [BJEH Vvisited the plant a total of four tines from Decenber
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19, 2008 until the investigation conpletion date of Decenber 29, 2008 for
a total of 14 hours of FDA investigation into the two expl osions.

The standard procedure for FDA is to conplete the investigation and give
an oral report to the client. The client listens to the oral report and
then will decide whether or not to order a witten report fromFDA  FDA
then sends a bill to the client whether or not a witten report is

i ssued.

Upon conpl etion of the investigation (SN et wth DISHOIGE Vice
President - CFO CES Environmental Services, Inc., with [SJSHE] present

and presented the results of the investigation.

The first explosion was caused by an inproper restart of the "Thernal
xidizer" (TO. [BJSHN 'ocated the TO manual and could not find anyone
that was famliar with the owners manual. The manual contai ned codes
that explain that specific codes require specific restart procedures.
There were no reset codes posted near the control panel as listed in the
TO manual .

During the first explosion a TO shutdown had occurred due to too rich a
m xture (highly explosives). The CES procedure for TO shutdown was to
restart the TO by pushing reset button. Wen the restart occurred the
rich mxture that was highly expl osive ignited and caused the TO to
expl ode.

The second expl osi on was caused by sparks and metal anmbers during wel di ng
and nmetal cutting while repairing the TO The welding and netal cutting
took place on top of the TO a few feet above a plastic pipe that was
venting Methyl Ethyl Keytone (MEK). A spark or hot enber burned a hole
into the plastic that then ignited the MEK resulting in an expl osion.

DIOHOIGE v th DIGHEE rresent listened to the verbal investigative
findings. After [SEH finished S suogested that [ report should
reflect that the explosion was an act of terrorism [SSH to! dJd DISH

that @ report would not reflect an act of terrorism because woul d be
i naccurate.

DEEN continued to argue that the explosion was an act of terrorismand
BIGN stated the reasons that it was not terrorism It was settled that
FDA woul d not issue a report stating the cause of the explosion as

terrorism IO to d [DEEN not to issue a witten report.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the EPA.
It is the property of the EPA and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

CID Form 3-01 (09/09) Page 2 of 3



United States Environmental Protection Agency
Criminal Investigation Division

Case Number Investigative Activity Report

0606- 0015

A week |later (SN sent a bill to CES. [EH wes not paid and filed a
lawsuit in small clains court on 06/17/2009 at Honorabl e Russ Ri dgeway,
JP Harris County, Precinct Five, Place One. [EH said @ won @R

| awsuit by default but CES has filed an appeal.

BIGNN i s concerned that CES does not follow any rules and are doing
what ever they want. [(JJ§] said that CES is a very dangerous conpany and
is especially dangerous to the neighborhood that it is |ocated near.

BIEGNN rrovide SA BEEN with a copy of a letter to the Honorabl e Russ
Ri dgeway, copy of two letters from County Cerk [SISHOIGIOE -
statenent from CES enpl oyee [ SHEN and the bill sent to CES. See
attachnents.

BIEN 2l so gave SA DG 4 sheets of emmils. The email was reviewed at
a later tinme. Upon review it was noted that the enail was from an
attorney. The 4 emails were placed into an envel ope. The envel ope was

| abel ed as possible attorney client privilege information for |ater
review by a "taint" team

ATTACHVENT

DIONDN Letter
DEENE Letter
B Letter

FDA bill to CES
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